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n June 7th 2011 at a public 

announcement made at Holy Spirit 

High School in Manuels the Rotary 

Club of Avalon Northeast and the Manuels 

River Natural Heritage Society jointly 

announced that a new building to be named 

the "Manuels River Hibernia Interpretation 

Centre" will be constructed on the south side 

of the Manuels River.  

 

A Corporate and Public fundraising 

campaign is currently being undertaken with 

an official launch on September 15
th
 2011 

with the unveiling of the giant thermometer 

On the site of the new building. You can 

help Manuels River reach its stated goal of 

contributing $100,000.00  to the project by 

taking out a membership or renewing one if 

you already have one. We are reaching as 

well to all former Board and Society 

members to help us as well. It’s your 

contribution of time and talents that has 

helped us get to this stage in our 

development. This facility when built 

represents a giant leap forward in our ability 

to showcase our world class geology and 

paleontology. We need your help to make 

this project a success. 

                                                                                  

 

Announcement Day 

 
Above Mr. Paul Leonard President of 

Hibernia Management and Development  

(HMDC) presents to Christine Hand a check 

for $500,000.00 representing a portion of its 

$1.5 million commitment to the project. We 

are absolutely delighted to have HMDC and  

ExxonMobil behind us in the project.  

 

At the launch we also introduced our new 

promotional logo (seen in the upper right 

corner) 'The Manuels River Experience'. 

The new look logo incorporates what 

Manuels River represents: 

 

Our River 

Flora and Fauna 

Geology 

Fossils 

Environmental Science 

Preservation and Stewardship 

 

At the same time we announced a major 

fund raising initiative which is being led by 

Ms. Christine Hand, Owner/Operator of the 
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Home Hardware store located in Manuels 

Conception Bay South. Ms. Hand and her 

team comprising Mr. Jerry Young, Ms. 

Jacqui Morgan, Mr. Robin Summers, Ms. 

Andrea Gosse and Mr. Ron Smith will be 

looking to all supporters of the River to aid 

us in our quest to build the best centre of 

excellence in the region. To contact Ms. 

 Hand please call 709.687.8456 or by e-mail 

chand@handyman.nf.ca 

 

 

 

River News 
 

 

espite the somewhat inclement 

weather at the height of this 

Summer, we had a wonderful staff 

who welcomed quests, tourists some old 

friends who come by every year. The 

Summer Staff consisted of Samantha 

Rideout, Laura Gosine, Shannon Pippy, 

Evan Slaney, and Dylan Upshall under the 

leadership of Katie Tobin. Our visitors 

logbook are filled with complements on how 

well they were treated. Congrats all ! 

 

  

 

 
 

      Our Staff 2011 

 

 

 

ur Campfires have been exciting and 

very Productive! Everyone enjoys 

singing along and roasting 

marshmallows with our wonderful summer 

staff! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 760 on Tour 
 

ourteen different tours have been   

conducted on our trails so far this   

summer. Six of them were school               

tours. Six were day camp tours and the last 

two were families who requested a guide on 

their walk. That is just over 760 people who 

toured our river with us this season! 
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he 21
st
 Annual Bobber Race was held 

on Saturday, July 9
th. 

Beautiful 

weather brought huge crowds to 

watch thousands of bobbers race over the falls. 

The first five bobbers to the end won the prizes. 

These included a 13” Macbook Pro, an IPad 2, 

an IPod Touch (or cash equivalence for each) 

and two cash prizes of $100.00 Hits FM, Coast 

FM, Rogers and NTV were all on hand to 

advertise and promote the day. Entertaining 

music by Frank Whittle and the annual food 

stand along with a raffle added to this most 

successful event.                                        
                        

 
 

 

he 5
th
 Annual Geocaching Day at 

Manuels River was held on Sunday, 

July 10
th
.  Eight new caches were 

released at the event and we had about 40 

geocachers in attendance. We are very 

grateful to Stephanie and Philip Gavell for 

their help this year with organizing the event 

and hiding the new caches. Everyone 

enjoyed the new challenge and much fun 

was had by all!   

 

n July 23
rd 

Dr. Jeremy Hall 

conducted his geology tour 

downstream of the river. There were 

about a dozen people in attendance and the 

afternoon was a success. 

 

 

 

 
            Dr. Jeremy Hall on Tour 

 

 

he staff held a Recycling Blitz on  

August 19
th
. For each bag of 

recyclables dropped off, one ticket 

was received giving a chance to win a prize. 

Prizes were 

provided by local 

businesses in 

support of the 

project and river. 

In all, over 

$200.00 was raised 

in one afternoon. 

Remember, you 

can donate your 

recyclables 

anytime to Manuels River. Simply drop 

them off at the Green Depot in Manuels and 

label the bag Manuels River to have them 

added to our account.  

 

 
  Your Financial Support is Important 
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e are thankful to the Beta Sigma 

Phi Preceptor Zeta Chapter for 

their continued interest in 

weeding our flower beds, planting new 

flowers and generally maintaining our 

gardens. 

We receive many complements on our 

gardens and they were included in the 

Communities in Bloom and Tidy Towns 

competitions held this summer.  Thank You 

Ladies! 

 

3 Hour Challenge  
 

 Brother and Sister Ben and Jane stand in 

front of the garbage they collected in and 

around the river during the Town sponsored 

3 Hour Challenge.  Loose garbage is a 

continuing problem especially during the 

school year. 

 

 

River Maintenance 
 

After Hurricane Igor last year we had a lot 

of damage done to the infrastructure of the 

river. It seemed as if everything had some 

damage done to it including, trails, 

boardwalk, handrails, walkways, trees and 

on and on. 

This year we have spent close to $7000.00 in 

repairs. In July we hired a maintenance man 

Randy Haggett and he spent five weeks 

doing repairs all up and down river. He was 

assisted at times by Dylan and Even of our 

summer staff and the Green Team but still 

we could have done more. Our thanks to the 

Recreation and Leisure Parks group for their 

assistance. 

 

 
 

Rounding out the year we had a visit by 

Prof. Riccardo Levi-Setti in July. We always 

enjoy seeing the Professor and he is a great 

inspiration for us all. 

 

 

Re-New Your Membership  

Now Before You Forget. 
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